A Snapshot of the Past
The regulation of Osteopathic physicians in the State of Florida dates back over 75 years to 1927 when the Legislature created a 6-member board to examine applicants and issue medical licenses. The Board has evolved with changes in medicine, but the founding premise of protecting the safety of the people of Florida through regulation has remained. 

1927 Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners is established. The licensure and renewal fees were $1.

1951
The licensure fee was increased to $55. 

1969 Government Reorganization Act established the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation and assigned the Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners to the Division of Professions

1972 During a special session, the legislature authorized the Board to issue licenses by endorsement to licensed “out-of –state” physicians under certain conditions. Physician Assistants were regulated and authorized to work under the supervision of an Osteopathic physician.

1979
The Osteopathic Medical Practice Act underwent Sunset Review by the Legislature and was reenacted in amended form.  The composition of the Board was changed to include 5 physicians and 2 lay members. Also, in 1979, the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation was reorganized and renamed the Department of Professional Regulation (DPR)

1988
As a result of a medical malpractice crisis the Legislature passed bill 6-E, which focused on regulation of health care practitioners. The bill created, staffed, and funded the Division of Medical Quality Assurance (MQA) within DPR to concentrate resources in identifying and disciplining unsafe professionals.  This new division was tasked with the oversight of all regulatory boards that licensed health professionals.

1993 Department of Professional Regulation and the Department of Business Regulation were combined, thus creating the Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR). The Board of Osteopathic Medicine was relocated to the new combined department

1994 The Board was reassigned to the DBPR Agency for Health Care Administration 

1996
Florida Department of Health (DOH) was created 

1997
The Board of Osteopathic Medicine was reassigned to the DOH

