MINUTES
COUNCIL ON PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS

Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront
255 E. Coastline Drive

Jacksonville, Florida  32202

(904) 588-1234

August 13, 2009

Members Present:



Staff Present:

Deborah Gerbert, PA-C, Chair


Larry McPherson, Executive Director

Ronald Burns, D.O.



Crystal Sanford, Program Operations Administrator

Robert Cline, M.D.
Absent


Chandra Prine, Program Operations Administrator

Steven Rosenberg, M.D 

Gary Winchester, M.D Absent


BOARD COUNSEL:
.





Ed Tellechea, J.D., Senior Assistant Attorney General







Donna McNulty, J.D., Assistant Attorney General

Court Reporter:



Nancy Murphy, Paralegal, Office of the Attorney General

Suzette Bragg Peterson

425 Old Magnolia Road

Crawfordville, FL  32327

(850)421-0058

Roll Call:    3:01 p.m.
TAB 1:  Meeting Report/Minutes Approval of the May 28, 2009 PA Council Conference Call Meeting Report/Minutes
The Council recommends approval of the minutes for the meeting held May 28, 2009.
TAB 2: Personal Appearances

A.  Gaye Lynn Paget – Affirmative Answers to Application Questions / PRN

The applicant was not present.  Ms. Padget sent a request to be rescheduled for the October meeting.   A motion was made and seconded to table the application to the next scheduled meeting of the Committee, which carried 3/0.  . 

ACTION:  the Council voted to table the application until the next meeting.

B.  Leah Gustavson – Affirmative Answers to Application Questions / PRN

Represented by Monica Rodriguez, Esq.

Accompanied by Raymond Pomm,, M.D., Director, Professionals Resource Network

The applicant was present and sworn by the court reporter.  After discussion, the Dr. Burns made a motion to approve the issuance of the license.  Dr. Rosenberg seconded the motion, which carried 3/0.

ACTION: The Council voted to approve the applicant for licensure.

TAB 3: Individual Consideration

Stephen A. Schemenauer – Consideration of Request to Withdraw Application / affirmative Answers to Application Questions

The applicant was not present. The applicant sent a letter requesting temporary withdrawal of his application.  After discussion, Dr. Thomas made a motion to allow the request for withdrawal and notify the applicant that the withdrawal of the application is not temporary.  If the applicant would like to keep the application active until the expiration date he will need to waive the 90 days.  The motion was seconded, which carried 4/0.
ACTION: The Council voted to allow the request for withdrawal and notify the applicant that the withdrawal of the application is not temporary.  If the applicant would like to keep the application active until the expiration date he will need to waive the 90 days

TAB 4: Ratification of Full Licensee
A motion was made and seconded to approve the following licensure list, which carried 3/0

1. Nicole Renee Allen

2. Irina Buznik

3. Ellie Capria

4. Judith Casanova

5. Rebekah Patricia Cashin

6. Kyle Gene Cooper

7. Christina Elaine Davis

8. Darlene L. Edmunds

9. Granwel Genio Esteban, Jr.

10. Suzanne Jane Fiscella

11. Laura Lynn Germon

12. Daniel Wayne Gray

13. Michael Stanley Griffith

14. Danae Consuelo Guerra

15. Clayton Walter Guthrie, III

16. Tara Lynn Halpin

17. Amy Nicole Johnson

18. Blair Elisabeth Jones

19. Leticia Juan

20. Jami Lynnette Lamonica

21. Rebekah Gale Lewi

22. Vanessa Lluch

23. Darren M. Mayer

24. Feroza Rahim McAndrew

25. Kevin Patrick McCaffrey

26. Tina Mehrani
27. Genevieve Midyette

TAB 5: Ratification of Temporary Licensees 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the following licensure list, which carried 3/0

1. Nicole Elizabeth Abong
2. Carla Renee Bailey
3. Cindy Capestany Bassford
4. Hazeline Katherine Cain
5. Kelly Jennifer Castaneda
6. Stephanie Diane Cioffi
7. Lindsay Megan Crowell
8. Ashlee Faye Eberhardt
9. Deborah Lynn Fischer
10. Kelley Suzanne Fogarty
11. Amanda Jessica Fogel
12. Audrey Friedland Ford
13. Nicole Elizabeth Fox
14. Charles Travis Greenley
15. Dana Marie Hess
16. Thomas John Hines
17. Gina Nicole Hopper
18. Ashley Kay Johnston
19. Maria Victoria Kyllonen
20. Cherryl Kin Ting La
21. Soo Sun Lee
22. Mextli Xochiquetzalt Lermont
23. Rebecca Leynes
24. Kathryn Jean LuCante
25. Julie Kiet Ly
26. Cimaron Rose Neel
27. Mark Stephen Noble
28. Jillian Rowe Palmer
29. Crista Sue Porpiglia
30. Windy Melissa Riley
31. Dana Lee Robinson
32. Sabrina Emilia Scone
33. Cassie Diane Serio
34. Jennifer Michelle Stein
35. Emily Cathryn Stielow
36. Kelly Lee Tingler
37. Kristen Marie Vella-Gray
38. Stephanie Lynn Wallace
39. Stephanie Nicole Wess
40. Michael Deogracias Wood
41. Kyle Bryce Wright

TAB 6: Ratification of Upgraded Temporary Licensees to Full Licensees
A motion was made and seconded to approve the following licensure list, which carried 3/0

1. Nicole Elizabeth Abong
2. Carla Renee Bailey
3. Natalie Jean Bushey
4. Hazeline Katherine Cain
5. Stephanie Diane Cioffi
6. Lindsay Megan Crowell
7. Ashlee Faye Eberhardt
8. Deborah Lynn Fischer
9. Amanda Jessica Fogel
10. Audrey Friedland Ford
11. Nicole Elizabeth Fox
12. Charles Travis Greenley
13. Dana Marie Hess
14. Thomas John Hines
15. Gina Nicole Hopper
16. Maria Victoria Kyllonen
17. Cherryl Kin Ting Lai
18. Rebecca Leynes
19. Kellie Renee’ Longenecker
20. Kathryn Jean LuCante
21. Cimaron Rose Neel
22. Mark Stephen Noble
23. Jillian Rowe Palmer
24. Crista Sue Porpiglia
25. Windy Melissa Riley
26. Dana Lee Robinson
27. Sabrina Emilia Scone
28. Cassie Diane Serio
29. Bonnie Elizabeth Smith
30. Jennifer Michelle Stein
31. Emily Cathryn Stielow
32. Kelly Lee Tingler
33. Kristen Marie Vella-Gray
34. Stephanie Lynn Wallace
35. Michael Deogracias Wood
36. Kyle Bryce Wright

TAB 7: Ratification of Extended Temporary License
A motion was made and seconded to approve the following licensure list, which carried 3/0

1. Jessica Marie Magyar
Council Business:

TAB 8:  Discussion on Laws and Rules
The Council reviewed SB 720 which amends sections 458.347 and 459.022, Florida Statutes by removing the requirement for physician co-signature of medical records written by Physician Assistants (PAs).  The Council reviewed draft language to the rules.  

A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the draft language to Rule 64B8-30.012(3), Florida Administrative Code. 

A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the draft language to Rule 64B15-6.010(3), Florida Administrative Code. 

A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously that a statement of regulatory costs (SERC) is needed because this change would have a positive impact on small businesses in that physicians will be able to devote more time to direct patient care.

TAB 9: Physician Assistant Fees; Rules 64B8-30.019 and 64B15-6.013, F.A.C. 

The Finance and Statistics Committee, at their last meeting, reviewed the Revenue/Expenditure Projections for the PA profession and noted the profession would be in a permanent deficit starting in 2012.  The Committee recommended the PA Council review the document and consider increasing the fees to alleviate the projected deficit.  It was noted that the expenditures remain about the same.  
After discussion, the Council requested additional information be provided at the next meeting.  The Council would like information concerning why the profession will be in a deficit, what is included in the expenditures, and how much of an increase is recommended. 

TAB 10:  Medical Ethics Continuing Medical Education Credit
The Council reviewed draft language the Board of Osteopathic Medicine approved at their last meeting which would grant a PA continuing education credit for attending a Board Meeting in the areas of risk management or ethics as designated by the licensee at the time of attendance.
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the draft language presented for Rules 64B8-30.005(1)(b) and 64B15-6.0035(1)9b), Florida Administrative Code.    
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to find that a SERC is not necessary.

TAB 11: Disciplinary Guidelines, 64B8-30.015 and 64B15-6.011, F.A.C. & TAB 14:  SB 1986 – s. 456.0635 Medicaid Fraud

The disciplinary guidelines were presented to determine whether the Council wanted to add penalties, such as community service, to the disciplinary guidelines to bring them more in line with the Boards of Medicine and Osteopathic Medicine. 
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to allow Mr. Tellechea to draft language to include community service with recommended number of hours.  

The Council then reviewed SB 1986 which imposes four additional grounds for discipline resulting in the Council needing to draft disciplinary guidelines for the new penalties.  s. 
456.072(1)(ii), F.S.
Being convicted of, or entering a plea of guilty or nolo contendere to, any misdemeanor or felony, regardless of adjudication, under 18 USC s. 669, ss. 285-287, s. 371, s. 1001, s. 1035, s. 1041, s. 1343, s. 1347, s. 1349, or s. 1518, or 42 USC ss. 1320a-7b, relating to the Medicaid program.
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to recommend the following:

First offense: From revocation with leave to reapply in three years and a $1,000 - $5,000 fine or in the case of an applicant, licensure denial.
Second offense: From permanent revocation and a $2,500 - $5,000 fine or in the case of an applicant, licensure denial 

s. 456.072(1)(jj), F.S.

Failing to remit the sum owed to the state for an overpayment from the Medicaid program pursuant to a final order, judgment, or stipulation or settlement.  
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to recommend the following: 

First offense: letter of concern to probation with a $500-$2,500 fine

Second offense: reprimand to probation with a $2,500 - $5,000 fine 

s. 456.072(1)(kk), F.S.
Being terminated from the state Medicaid program pursuant to s. 409.913, any other state Medicaid program, or the federal Medicare program, unless eligibility to participate in the program from which the practitioner was terminated has been restored.  

A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to recommend the following:

First offense: letter of concern to suspension and a $1,000 - $5,000 fine
Second offense: reprimand to revocation and a $5,000 - $10,000 fine 
s. 456.072(1)(ll), F.S. 
Being convicted of, or entering into a plea of guilty or nolo contendre to, any misdemeanor or felony, regardless of adjudication, of a crime in any jurisdiction which relates to health care fraud.  
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to recommend the following: 

First offense: From revocation with leave to reapply in three years and a $1,000 - $5,000 fine or in the case of an applicant, licensure denial.

Second offense: From permanent revocation and a $2,500 - $5,000 fine or in the case of an applicant, licensure denial 

A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to state these changes will have an economic impact on small businesses and therefore a SERC is required. 

TAB 12:  Discussion on Medical Errors Course Required for Initial Licensure
Ms. Gerbert asked counsel if the training PA students receive in their PA Program includes medical errors, can that training count for the initial licensure medical errors requirement.
Mr. Tellechea explained the law states this training is continuing education and is was his opinion that meant the course was to be taken in addition to the training received in the PA Program.  

No action taken.  

TAB 13:  Notice of Non-Compliance Rules, 64B8-30.013(3)(c) and 64B15-6.0105(3)(c),F.A.C.
At the last meeting, the Council granted Mr. Tellechea authority to draft language to include failing to take the domestic violence CME during the appropriate biennium as an offense for which a notice of non-compliance can be issued.  
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the draft language. 

A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously that no SERC is required.  

TAB 15:  SB 1986 - Uniform Questions 
Mr. Tellechea presented draft applications questions related to SB 1986. This bill outlines several violations related to Medicaid Fraud for which an applicant shall be denied a license. These uniform questions are being presented to all Boards for approval.  
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to recommend approval of the questions with the understanding that hyperlinks will be placed on the Internet or in the application instructions that explains the various statutes listed in the questions. 

Mr. Tellechea advised the questions would be added to the applications which will be presented at the next meeting for approval. 

TAB 16:  Draft Language for Rules 64B8-30.003 and 64B15-6.003, F.A.C.

The Council reviewed the draft changes to these rules.  These rules had to incorporate references to the applications rather than the applications being referenced in the form rule only.

A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the draft changes to the rules.  

TAB 17:  Physician Assistant Application

The Council reviewed the revised PA application as it pertains to the updated ADA questions.  
A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the application.  

A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously that no SERC is required.  
New Business:

1. Ms. Gerbert referred to page 6 of the application where the application refers to “the exam”.  She asked that the name of the exam be incorporated.  She will send the language to Ms. Prine.  

2. Ms. Gerbert stated at the last meeting, the Council discussed the possibility of changing the requirements for the letters of recommendation.  After discussion, the Council decided to leave the rule as it is written since the law only requires two letters of recommendation with no further requirements.  
3. Ms. Gerbert presented Vera Johnson with a Special Recognition Award.  

Adjournment 4:45 p.m.
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