Florida refugee Health program


Refugee Health Program Guidelines Summary Sheet

Eligibility 

The following individuals are eligible for medical services through the Refugee Health Program:

· Refugees:  individuals admitted as a refugee under section 207 INA;

· Asylees:  individuals granted asylum under section 208 INA;

· Cuban and Haitian entrants/parolees:  Cuban and Haitian entrants/parolees, in accordance with requirements in 45 CFR part 401;

· Cuban/Haitian asylum applicants;

· Certain Amerasians from Vietnam who are admitted to the U.S. as immigrants;
· Victims of Trafficking per the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA); and
· Unaccompanied Refugee and Alien Minors.

· Iraqi and Afghan Special Immigrants

Time limits 

· The initial health assessment must be completed within 90 days of arrival in the U.S.  Asylees eligibility begins on the date asylum was granted (not the arrival date).
· No reimbursement time limit exists for completion of an immunization series that began within the eight months after arrival.  (The client must have received the initial health assessment within 90 days of arrival, in order for the CHD to receive reimbursement for immunizations).

Documentation

A copy of the I-94 card (or other document verifying immigration status) must be included in the client record.  A photo of the client should also be included in the client record.  Victims of trafficking will have a letter issued by the Office of Refugee Resettlement certifying eligibility for refugee services.
Reimbursement

Refugee health assessment forms (invoices) shall be completed for each client and should be submitted (hardcopy or electronic) to the Refugee Health Program within one month of the date services were provided.  Exceptions will be made pending confirmatory testing and the receipt of lab results.
All confidential information should be sent via traceable mail (i.e. FedEx or other commercial carrier) to:  Florida Department of Health, Bureau of TB & Refugee Health, 2585 Merchants Row Boulevard, Suite 240, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0700.

For questions, please contact:

Laura A. Smith, Program Administrator (program issues, guidelines, funding)  (850) 245-4444 ext. 2303 
Kelly Thompson, Assistant Program Admin (program issues, guidelines, funding)  (850) 245-4444, ext 2306

Diana Picolo, R.N. Consultant (clinical issues, quality improvement)  (850) 245-4444, ext. 2315 

Winnibeth Harris, Data Manager (data, reimbursement, reporting)  (850) 245-4310
