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The Mosquito

Mosquitoes are aquatic insects with a head, thorax,
abdomen, two wings and six legs. They are called
aquatic because they lay their eggs and grow up in
water, The only time mosquitees do not live in
water is during the adult stage of their life cycle.
The adult mosquitoes are the ones that cause all the
problems because they bite!

Mosquito Anatomy

Actually, only famale mosquitoes bite. Both male BODY f...proboscis

and female adults feed on plant nectar, but the SEGMENTS:
female also needs the protein in blood to develop
har aggs. The mosquito usas her antennae to track
down carbon monoxide that is expelled in a
potential victim's breath. When she finds a victim,
the mosquito pokes her proboscis, or mouth, under >
the skin and injects her own saliva into thevictimto  pppoOMEN 9 Riege
keep the blood from clotting. After the blood is i ;
flowing, she starts to drink. Mosquito bites itch
because we are allergic to the saliva,

¥ —antenna

Many species of mosquitoes lay their eggsin
containers of standing water, such as buckets or
wading pools. You canreduce the risk of mosquite
bites and diseasa by eliminating these habitats
atound your home. If you can reduce the number
of larvae, there won't be as many mosquitoes ta
grow up and bite you!
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See if vou can unscramhble
these words about
mosqulitoes |

Hint: There is a picture of each word somewhere on this page.
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Mosquito-Borne Diseases

Mosquitoes are more than just a nuisance. They carry diseases as well. Some of the most common
diseases borne by mosquitoes are the West Nile virus, Dengue, Malaria, Yellow Fever, St. Louis
Encephalitis and Eastern Equine Encephalitis. Encephalitis is the swelling of the brain that is caused by
some of these diseases. One of the most deadly mosquito-bomne disease in the world is malaria, which
kills up to three million people each year. Mosquitoes can also transmit heart worm to dogs and cats.

Mesquitoes can spread these diseases when they feed on an infected animal.ertremam, and then bite a
healthy animal or human. For example, when a mosquito consumes the blood of a bird infected with
the West Nife virus, the virus multiplies within the mosquitoe's stomach and moves throughout its body.
Then, when the mosquito bites another animal or human, the disease is transmited by the sallva the
mosquite injects under the victim's skin.

Using the list below, find and circle all the names of mosquito-borne
diseases hidden in the puzzle. The words can be forward, backward,
up, down or diagonal.
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Solve the Secret Code

A message about mosquitoes is hidden in the lines below.
Use the key to solve the code and reveal the message.
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NO MOSQUITO _ NO MOSQUITO
LARVAE =  BITES

One of the best ways to reduce the number of mosquitoes around

your house is to make sure they do not have any containers of

standing water in which to lay their eggs and grow. There are all sorts of
places in the picture below where mosquito larvae can live. Can you
find and circle all 18 locations? Remember, mosquito larvae can

live in anything that contains or collects standing water.
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Help Anna Through the Maze

Anna needs to dump out all the containers of standing water
where mosquito larvae can grow, Can you help her to get to
each container without getting bit by a mosquito?
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ACROSS
3. Masquitoes czn give dogs dissase.  27. The is & naturai precdator of the
&, Mosquitaes are called durlng the mesguite.

third itage of their devilopment,

7.Te keep mosguitoes from growing in yaur
. you should replace the water weakly.
B. Only masquitaas drink Rload in
orider to reproduce.

9, Mlasquitores start their Hves as
il.The process of the pupa tuming inte an
adult mosguiteis aallad

1L The first segment of the mosqulte’s bady
is called the

15. Mosquitoes ara most active during dusk
and

16 Many mozsquito bome diseases cause a
sweelling of the brain calied
18, Mesquiteas can transmit the Wirys
by feeding on an infected bird and then
Iziting a human.

1% The third segment of 2 mosquito's body
is catled the
20. Mosuite larvae and pupae live in i
21.To protect yaurself from masquito bites,
wou should wear __ sleeves and pants.

23. Mosquitoes are called during the
faurth and final stage of their development .
25. Mosquitoes inject you with their | so
yorar blogd will not ciot while they faed,

28, A mosquitoe bits not oniy makes you itch, but

It could also give youa

DOWN

|. Mosquitces are atiracted to the carbon
dloxide in your ____,

2.The part of the mosquito that it pokes into
yourskinis called the .

4. The maosguite does not bite,

5. Mosquitaes can grow in any kind of

that holds water.

£, Mosquitees rined the
to dzvelop their eggs.
10. Maosquitoes |ay their eggsin ____ water,
14, Each year, caUses ug ta three
miilion deaths woridwide.

13. Wearing mosquita _____ can kesp the
mesguitoas from landing on you,

17.The second segment of the mosquito’s
body is called the
21, Mosquitoes are called during the
second stag® of their lifs cycle

22 Male mosquitoes feed on plant
24, Mosquitoes cangrowineld ____ that
have been left outin the rzin.

26, Mosquitoes have six .

in yeur blaad

WORD BANK

ABDOMEN MALARLA
ADULTS MALE
BREATH METAMORPHGSIS
COMTAINER MECTAR
DAWHN POOL
EMSEASE PROBOSCIS
DRAGONFLY FROTEIN
EGGS PUPAE
ENCEPHALITIS REPELLENT
FEMALE SALMA
HEAD STANDING
HEARTWORM THORAX
LARVAE TFIRES
LEGS WATER
LONG WEST MILE




Home Checklist Assignment

Instructions: Listed below are some places where you might find mosquito
larvae in your yard. With a parent, look for each item in the list and check it
for water. If you find any water, dump it out so larvae cannot grow there.
Put a check in the correct box for each item, and sign the form at the
bottom when you are done. Your parent/guardian signs too. If you turn in
a complete and signed form to your teacher, you will get a PRIZE!

MNOTE TO PARENTS: Please heip your child complele this assignment. Your child is
learming how ta protecl her or himsalf frem mosquile Biles and the diseases thoy spread
COne af the most effective ways to cut down on mosquitces is 10 efiminate all of the places
around your home where mosquioes can lay their eggs and grow, Any place that can
hold standing water ghouid be checked at feast ance a woeck and dumped out.

We found We did not
Ve found water in and find any of
these: emptied these: these:
bird baths
boats
buckets

cans, bottles orjars

flower pots and saucers

ormamental ponds

pet water dishes

rain bamrels

tarps

tires

toys

tree holes

wading pools

whee| barrows

other

ather T
Student: Parent/Guardian:




Escambia County Health Department
(850) 595-6700 or
http:~swww.doh.state.f]l .us/chdescambia~

Escamhia County Musguito Management
(B850) 595-3147 ar
http:/sbecoc-as.escamblas/mosquito_control main.cfm
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