Surveillance, Epidemiology and Data Management into Action (SEDACTION)
Background and Purpose:  Within the past few years and the wider use of PCs, STD program personnel have come to rely on computer-generated reports for many uses.  Prior to the development of the various STD software packages being used, the workers would read cases, and generate reports by hand tally.  These newer methods generate reports that are unfamiliar, therefore hard to interpret and act upon.  In addition, there is limited epidemiology and data management support in many state and local STD programs.  
Objectives: The objective of this course is to train field personnel, such as Surveillance Coordinators, Operations Managers, and Program Managers how to interpret reports, what questions to ask, and what actions may need to be asked next.  This course is offered in a three and a half day format, and can begin directly after AEIOU (see accompanying pages), or alone.

By the end of the course, participants will:

· Identify missing information in standard reports,

· Perform analysis in Epi Info to confirm/deny missing information,

· Identify data in which further analysis is needed,

· Perform analysis for trends, possible interventions, outbreak identification, prevalence monitoring,

· Identify several interventions for STD programs,

· Recommend modifications for improvement to their respective STD surveillance systems,

· Develop a presentation for epidemiologists regarding analyses performed and recommend for further analysis needed, such as behavioral surveillance, risk factor data.
Methods:  Several Case studies will be used.  One will be a data set that is flawed in several small and several large ways.  Based on previous lectures, participants should be able to review the data, run reports, and discover the flaws.  Participants will also be given information in a lecture to interpret results, develop a hypothesis, and to begin to consider interventions based on the data.  This will be done in an interactive format.  Lastly, students will use another mock dataset to write a report as if for a health officer, public request, or other. 

Eligibility:  STD Surveillance Coordinators, Operations Managers, and Program Managers or similar STD program staff required to interpret surveillance reports and determine appropriate program actions.


Prerequisites:  Participants must be responsible for analysis of surveillance data in their local area or state. Participants must have completed pre-course reading (two on-line chapters of the Program Operations Guideline), and have some knowledge of a software package for analysis.  An example of this would be Epi Info, SAS, or SPSS.  

How to Apply: For information or guidance on completing and submitting the THCB training application, call Sandra White at 352-726-1791 Ext. 241, SunCom Number 621-5080 ext. 241.  Fax applications to Sandra White at 352-637-5397.

Equipment Support Requirements for Sponsoring the Course Locally:  Computer laboratory, with 12 participant computers; one instructor computer with projection capabilities loaded with Microsoft Office 2000 (Power Point, Excel, and Word) and Epi Info 6.04d that can be downloaded from the internet; technical support person available for the setup period before training and the 3½ days of training.  

Training Room Requirements:
A. The training room will be well suited for open and explicit discussion and free from noise or other distractions from adjacent areas (especially from other work-shops).  The same training room must be available for the entire course.

B. For optimum training the room will accommodate:

1. Ample seating for identified number of participants in "classroom" seating arrangement, with ample writing surfaces and no visual obstructions to the front of the room (minimum of 650 square feet);

2. Room for observers, if requested and approved;

3. Adequate width and depth at the front of the room to allow for a materials table to the side, and required audiovisual equipment to remain in place constantly without crowding or injury to the trainer(s);

4. Room for trainer to move around participants to assist them on the computers;

5. Training Materials and Audio/Visual Equipment;

6. Local host will assure that the required equipment is on-site for use ( i.e., Computer laboratory with 12 participant computers; one instructor computer with projection capabilities and projector; technical support person available for the setup period before training and the 3½ days of training;

7. Podium for trainer to place materials;

8. Easel and newsprint (flipchart), flipchart makers, and masking tape.

Minimum/Maximum Number of Participants:  Course is designed for 10 to 12 participants.  Enrollment of fewer than 8 participants may result in cancellation of course.  Enrollment is limited to 12 participants, unless approved in advance by THCB.   Local Asponsoring@ agency may enroll no more than seven participants.  The remaining slots will be opened to surrounding areas.
